“Stilted” Press Releases and Reviews:
Note from the Director:
In a unique and original theatre work, two men confront each other across the chasm of their opposing world views. Both baffled by the other's stupidity. One is very tall. The other...not so much.  

Universes collide in an explosively simple and comic encounter between two clowns. It’s really funny and the stilt and tramp work is a treat” – Andrew Buckland
What the Critics had to say:

“Physical Theatre is taken to new heights by this virtuoso performance by Richard Antrobus. Stilts are usually associated with clowns in the circus ring or street theatre rather than the formal stage. Antrobus had his audience gasping at his antics in this two-hander, and a set which imaginatively captured the significance of scale. Suitability: all ages” (Cue 2009)
“Say hello to startling, notable, talent: [First Physical Theatre Company] dancer, stilt artist and clown, Richard Antrobus” (Adrienne Sichel - The Star, 2009)
Press Release:

Buckland returns to take theatre to a new level.
Back from Las Vegas where he has been working with the internationally acclaimed Cirque du Soleil, Andrew Buckland has returned to South Africa this year in collaboration with the First Physical Theatre Company to direct an extraordinary piece of physical theatre that promises to be “highly entertaining, very funny, curious and accessible”. 

The show entitled ‘Stilted’ was created, conceived, and performed by Richard Antrobus and also features newcomer Chris Fisher. Speaking about the production, Buckland commented that he was “fascinated by the unself-conscious nature of the work and the fact that its subject and form are the same in a very creative way”.

Through testing the physical limits of suspension and gravity, and exploring restrictions of body, language and expression, ‘Stilted’ takes a fun glimpse into the exposed performer-self caught in an imposed world, society, body, theatricality. Director Andrew Buckland also added that part of what makes the work so exciting is that “questions of the nature of performance and the performer are tossed (and dropped) about the space with the lightness of a juggle-clown, and the heady academic questions of style and audience relationship are the subject of adept physical virtuosity disguised as inept tomfoolery”.
Antrobus remarks: “It’s fun, it’s risky, it’s stilted – from the set to the language to the themes to the actors themselves. You don’t have to be an ardent theatre fan to enjoy this one – there’s something in it for everyone. Following sell-out shows and huge success at the National Arts Festival in July this year, ‘Stilted’ has proven to excite and entice the young and old alike”. 

Stilted, directed by Andrew Buckland and featuring Chris Fisher, transports the spectator from the natural and ordinary world to the crazy and extraordinary realm of between. According to Antrobus, Stilted is ultimately about “someone who’s preparing themselves for the future but uncertain of what it holds. One character blazes on despite the uncertainty, while the other holds back, constantly making preparations to live life without being aware that he’s living it.” 

[Stilted] is like nothing you have ever seen and the style allows heady subjects to be exposed in the absurdly funny everyday struggles of all people. In the fantastical and absurdly distorted yet strangely familiar universe of STILTED they take on universal significance, and fundamental resonance with extremely funny results.
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